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Chairman: Cllr T Williams 
Present: Cllr P Watson 

Cllr P Jones 
Cllr S Watson 
 

In Attendance: Mrs K Carter 
 
 
1. To receive and approve any apologies for unavoidable absence. 
 
 There were no apologies. 
 
2. To approve the minutes of previous meeting 2/3/2021. 
 
 The draft minutes were moved and accepted as a true record of the meeting and signed as 

such. 
 

 FINANCE/2021/30 
RESOLVED: To approve the minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2021 as a true 
record. 

 
3. To consider VAT implications for proposed projects. 
 
 A briefing note was circulated explaining the options for recovering VAT relating to the 

Council’s business activities, particularly the large-scale projects that are proposed. It was 
agreed that further advice would be sought from the SLCC before any decision is made. 

 
 FINANCE/2021/31 

RESOLVED: To seek advice from SLCC on VAT for proposed projects (LGA 1972 s111). 
 

4. To consider training through the Cheshire Association of Local Councils for 
Councillors after the election on 6th May 2021. 

 
 After the May election, there will be new Councillors who may not have experience of 

Council procedures. It was therefore suggested and agreed that anyone new to the role is 
strongly encouraged to attend training provided by ChALC which the Parish Council will 
arrange. Returning Councillors will also be offered the opportunity to attend as well if they 
wish. 

 
 FINANCE/2021/32 

RESOLVED: To arrange Councillor training on roles and responsibilities through ChALC to 
be strongly recommended to new Councillors and offered to returning Councillors (LGA 1972 
s111). 

 
5. To review sickness allowance for Council staff. 
 
 Current sickness entitlement is different for key personnel and caretaking staff, with the latter 

only receiving SSP. It was decided that this inequality is unacceptable, and it was therefore 
agreed to increase the entitlement for caretaking staff to match that of key personnel. 
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FINANCE/2021/33 
RESOLVED: To increase sickness entitlement of caretaking staff to equal that of key 
personnel (LGA 1972 s112). 
 

6. To be updated on re-opening the community centres 
 
 The community centres are re-opening from 19th April in line with Government guidance and 

following a review of working practices within the centres. As part of the latter, new cleaning 
guidance for customers and staff has been produced and a closing time of 9pm for bookings 
introduced to protect staff who are all lone workers. The new time has affected a few 
customers, an explanation has been given and alternatives offered. One customer has 
requested a further explanation and a review of the decision, although they had been offered 
other options for their booking. After consideration, Councillors agreed full support for the 
new working practices as part of their statutory duties for health and safety requirements in 
the workplace. The customer will be informed of the decision. 

 
FINANCE/2021/34 
RESOLVED: To approve the new working practices at the community centres (draft Centre 
Operations Policy), including a finish time of 9pm for customer bookings (LG (Misc. Prov.) 
Act 1976 s19). 

 
 The Council also has one staff member on long-term sick leave, who will need to have a 

phased return to work in the future. In the interim, there is a need to cover the post at 
Bewsey Barn Community Centre and it was agreed to advertise a temporary position with 
the Council for this. The recruitment will be carried out by Council Officers. 

 
FINANCE/2021/35 
RESOLVED: To recruit a temporary member of staff for the caretaking post at Bewsey Barn 
Community Centre to cover long-term sickness (LGA 1972 s112). 

 
7. To scrutinise financial expenditure arising since the last meeting, including payments 

by Direct Debit. 
 

A list of payments to be made had been circulated prior to the meeting; all were authorised.  

  

Presented By Description Amount, £ 

Clean up my community Donation £150.00 

Burtonwood Assoc Donation £150.00 

P.Watson Chairman’s Allowance £1500.00 

Imperative Training Defib replacement pads £122.40 

B&B Hygiene Ltd Cleaning Supplies £259.78 

Cheshire Constabulary PCSO Quarter 4 £8320.00 

Edmundson Electrical Centre Maintenance – WH £16.56 

Screwfix Centre Maintenance – WH £19.34 

Screwfix Centre Maintenance – TP £17.28 
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WBC Bin Collection HM – apr 21 to mar 22 £493.48 

WBC Bin Collection TP – apr 21 to mar 22 £644.28 

WBC Bin Collection TP – apr 21 to mar 22 £493.48 

WBC Bin Collection BB – apr 21 to mar 22 £644.28 

WBC Bin Collection WH – apr 21 to mar 22 £644.28 

WBC Service Charge – HM apr 21 to June 21 £382.89 

Screwfix Centre Maintenance – WH £37.98 

B&B Hygiene Ltd Cleaning supplies £395.16 

EDR Landscape Grounds Maintenance  £6383.30 

Tom Taylor Company GSPC website hosting Nov 20 to Mar 21 £750.00 

Elite Digital Systems CCTV Maintenance Contract £527.92 

FairFX cards Top-up of pre-paid cards £265.71 

A Jones Landscapes Grounds Maintenance £1250.00 

 Total £22,218.12 

 
FINANCE/2021/36  
RESOLVED: To authorise all payments listed above (under LGA 1976 s19 or LGA 1972 
s101, 111, 112, 133, 142 or 137).  
 
 
The following direct debits on the Council’s account during February were also checked and 
approved: 

  

BT 01/02/2021 WIFI/Telephone HL 89.76 

BT 01/02/2021 WIFI/Telephone TP 96.36 

BT 01/02/2021 WIFI/Telephone WH Office 121.65 

BT 01/02/2021 WIFI/Telephone BB 90.84 

BT 01/02/2021 WIFI/Telephone WH Hall 89.76 

Water Plus 01/02/2021 Water charges HM 38.52 

Water Plus 01/02/2021 Water charges WH 34.00 

Water Plus 01/02/2021 Water charges BB 91.88 

SWALEC 01/02/2021 Electricity HL 89.34 

KCOM Group plc 01/02/2021 e-mail hosting/microsoft office Office 45.58 

BT 08/02/2021 WIFI/Telephone WH 89.76 

PWLB 15/02/2021 Loan repayment Loan 2670.00 

SWALEC 15/02/2021 Electricity HM 661.27 

SWALEC 19/02/2021 Electricity BB 153.38 

SWALEC 19/02/2021 Electricity TP 400.57 

SWALEC GAS 19/02/2021 Gas TP 757.10 

SWALEC GAS 19/02/2021 Gas HM 117.13 

SWALEC GAS 19/02/2021 Gas HL 115.86 

Utility Warehouse 26/02/2021 Phone charges Office 88.00 

   Total £5840.76 
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8. To consider any quotes received and authorise or make recommendations to full 
Council where appropriate. 
 
Quote 1: Kitchen upgrade, Whittle Hall, £4,700. It was noted that the quote was from a 
trusted supplier to the Council who is known for reliability, workmanship, and value for 
money. The quote was approved. 
 
FINANCE/2021/37 
RESOLVED: To accept the quote from Samrose Windows for the refurbishment of the 
kitchen at Whittle Hall Community Centre (LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 1976 s19). 
 
Quote 2: General refurbishment, Bewsey Barn, £16,572 +VAT. Again the quote was from a 
trusted supplier to the Council who is known for reliability, workmanship, and value for 
money. The quote was approved. 
 
FINANCE/2021/38 
RESOLVED: To accept the quote from Brookmeade Building Ltd for the refurbishment of 
Bewsey Barn Community Centre (LG (Misc. Prov.) Act 1976 s19). 
 
Quote 3: Raised bed, Lingley Green, £3770 +VAT. 
The February meeting of the Finance Committee agreed a quote to move the purple beech 
hedging on Lingley Green which is not thriving in its current location, subject to test holes 
and an assessment of ground conditions (FINANCE/2021/14). These showed that the soil in 
the new location is poor and identified underground cables. A further quote was therefore 
obtained to install a raised bed. However, the original quote was stated as the preferred 
option and Councillors will discuss this further with the contractor. 
 

9. To consider requests for financial assistance; to decide if any donations are to be 
made or if requests should be recommended to full Council. 

 
Request 1: for use of the Parish Playing Field from both rugby and football clubs (new 
customers). Until now, permission has only been given to existing customers for use of the 
field providing they follow Covid-19 guidelines and send a copy of their risk assessment to 
the Parish Office. Charges for use of the field have been waived since last year because of 
the intermittent use that has been possible during the pandemic. Member discussed the 
implications on taking on new customers, because of the drainage issues on the field and the 
proposed plans to address this. It was finally agreed to allow the use, providing space and 
timeslots are available, on a temporary basis with no charges being applied at present. The 
situation to be reviewed as necessary, but at least by September when more information will 
hopefully be known about the drainage project. 
 
FINANCE/2021/39 
RESOLVED: To allow use of the Parish Playing Field by request on a temporary basis at no 
charge. Covid-19 guidelines to be followed and risk assessments provided to the Parish 
Office. Situation to be reviewed by September 2021 (LG (Misc. Prov.) Act, 1976 s19(2)). 

 
10. Budget 2020-21 – to scrutinise documentation, and when satisfied as to correctness to 

sign off financial reports and bank reconciliations for February. 
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Budget monitoring pages were considered and accepted. 

  FINANCE/2021/40  
RESOLVED: To accept the bank reconciliation and budget monitoring pages for February 
2021 (Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015, Part 2 s4) 

 
10. Items to note and/or for inclusion on a future agenda. 
 
 A brief update on Sankey Station was requested and provided which will be given to full 

Council at the April meeting. 
 
11. To authorise payment of wages, tax and ERNIC for March. 
 

The list of wages to be paid was considered and authorised. 

  FINANCE/2021/41  
RESOLVED: To authorise payment of wages and HMRC costs as listed for March 2021 
(LGA 1972 s112). 

 


