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Chairman: Cllr T Williams 
Present: Cllr P Watson 
 Cllr S Pennington 
 
In Attendance: K Carter, Parish Clerk 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for unavoidable absence 

 

There were no apologies. 

 

2. To approve the minutes of the previous meeting held on 30th June 2020 

 

The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting and were agreed and signed as a true 
record of the meeting. 
 
EXEC/FINANCE/2020/25  
RESOLVED: To approve minutes of the meeting held on Tuesday 30th June 2020 as a true 
and accurate record 
 

3. To receive the report from the Internal Auditor relating to the financial year ending 

31.3.20 and consider any action required. 

 

The report had been circulated prior to the meeting. There were two comments, the first noting 

that a statement of account had not been received from WBC for funds held at 31.3.20; the 

second advised that when a decision is made to waive financial regulations for trusted 

suppliers, this should be noted in full in the minutes. Both items were accepted, and 

appropriate actions will be taken in the future address these issues. 

EXEC/FINANCE/2020/26  
RESOLVED: To accept the report from the Internal Auditor for the year ending 31.3.20 and 
take appropriate actions to address the two minor comments noted. 

 

4. To receive an update on expenditure relating to the volunteer group, Support the 

Elderly & Vulnerable – Great Sankey & Penketh 

 

The finance committee was presented with the current expenditure relating to the volunteer 

group. Of the £5000 donation approved for the group, £1925.51 remains. The group has been 

planning its exit strategy and is due to close at Hood Manor within the next couple of weeks. 

They are looking to continue the volunteer effort but moving away from food parcels towards 

volunteering individuals time and small services such as shopping, lifts to community activities, 

prescription pick-up. They may still offer some emergency one-off food parcels, co-ordinating 

this from Hood Lane Community Centre and Penketh Boys Club. Members agreed that a small 

storage locker (~£120) may be purchased from the remaining donation budget for Hood Lane 

Community Centre if required for the group. 
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EXEC/FINANCE/2020/27  
RESOLVED: To purchase a small storage locker for the WA5 volunteer group for use at Hood 
Lane Community Centre if needed. Purchase to be taken from the overall donation budget 
agreed for the volunteer group. 

 

5. To scrutinise financial expenditure arising since the last meeting, including payments 

by Direct Debit. 

A list of payments to be made had been circulated prior to the meeting. All payments were 

approved. 

Presented By Description Amount, £ Payment 

P. Watson Covid response – coffee & bags 84.76 Pd 13.7.20 

M. Wilson Covid response – bread 68.59 Pd 13.7.20 

L. Dixon Covid response – bread 54.60 Pd 16.7.20 

L. Dixon Covid response – bread 19.60 Pd 27.7.20 

L. Dixon Covid response – bread 54.60 Pd 27.7.20 

P. Harris Covid response – milk 24.95 Pd 16.7.20 

    

Firecheck  PAT testing 144.00 BACS 

Canda Copying Ltd Copier B & W 99.88 BACS 

Canda Copying Copier Colour 48.88 BACS 

Trade UK Centre Maintenance 45.90 BACS 

EDR Landscape  Grounds maintenance LG/WH/BB/VP 3981.41 BACS 

WBC PPF Grounds Maintenance – Qrtly charge 797.42 BACS 

B&B Hygiene Cleaning supplies 258.31 BACS 

Tom Taylor Quote 1 Website upgrade 900.00 BACS 

Tom Taylor Hosting support  450.00 BACS 

B&B Hygiene Ltd Cleaning Supplies 653.10 BACS 

Caroline Smith Customer refund – monies on account 107.75 BACS 

Sarah Smith Customer refund – monies on account 59.20 BACS 

JDH Business Services Internal audit fee 658.80 BACS 

Equals  Pre-paid card top-up to £1000 703.67 BACS 

AJ Landscapes Grounds maintenance TP/CWF 1250.00 BACS 

Traditions Sandwiches 
Ltd 

Covid response - pies (x320) – final food 
parcel delivery 

450.00 BACS 

Hurst Bros Covid response – fruit & veg 269.00 BACS 

M. Wilson Covid response – bread 109.20 BACS 

 Total 11,293.62  

 

EXEC/FINANCE/2020/28  
RESOLVED: To authorise all payments listed in Appendix 1 (under LGA 1976 s19 or LGA 
1972 s101, 111, 112, 133, 142 or 137) 
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The following direct debits on the Council’s account during June were also checked and 

approved: 

 

BT 01/06/2020 WIFI/Telephone HL 89.76 

BT 01/06/2020 WIFI/Telephone TP 96.36 

BT 01/06/2020 WIFI/Telephone Office 133.47 

BT 01/06/2020 WIFI/Telephone WH 89.76 

BT 01/06/2020 WIFI/Telephone BB 89.76 

Water Plus 01/06/2020 Water charges HM 38.52 

Water Plus 01/06/2020 Water charges WH 40.20 

Water Plus 01/06/2020 Water charges BB 120.27 

KCOM Group plc 04/06/2020 e-mail hosting/microsoft office Office 45.59 

BT 08/06/2020 WIFI/Telephone BB 89.76 

SWALEC GAS 22/06/2020 Gas HM 31.88 

SWALEC GAS 22/06/2020 Gas HL 17.59 

Water Plus 29/06/2020 Water charges HL 94.70 

Unity Trust  30/06/2020 Manual credit Office 6.00 

BT 30/06/2020 WIFI/Telephone WH 89.76 

Utility Warehouse 30/06/2020 Phone charges Office 13.40 

Unity Trust  30/06/2020 bank service charge HL 42.15 

   Total 1,128.93 

 

6. To consider any quotes received and authorise or make recommendations to full 

Council where appropriate. 

 

Quotes had been received to address the drainage issues on the Parish Playing Field. Cllr 

Pennington disclosed an interest in this as treasurer of a football team who use the field. He 

was given dispensation to join the discussion but was not required to vote. Specialist 

contractors J. Mallinson had been approached on the advice of Warrington Borough Council 

and following a site visit had provided quotes for various options, ranging from the most basic 

(verti-draining the pitch area only) to installation of a full drainage system to the whole field. 

Costs for installing a full system range from £137,215 to £216,055 depending on the options 

selected. If this is necessary, the Parish Council will need to consider outside funding sources, 

and it may be a long-term option. However, it was recognised that the field has received no 

basic maintenance for many years, and it makes sense to start at the simplest option for the 

field. This would be to begin with a standard renovation of the full field, including vertidraining, 

herbicide and fertiliser application, filling in hollows on the pitches and overseeding.  J. 

Mallinson had also recommended the Parish Council undertake topographical and desk top 

utility surveys to inform any future decisions on the field. This would cost £21,115 for the full 

field and would be taken from the £40,000 set aside in earmarked reserves for the 

improvement of the field. The timing of the required work was also discussed. For it to have 

any impact for the upcoming season, it would be preferable to have the work completed by 

early Autumn. It was agreed that the requirement for further quotes for the standard renovation 
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work would be waived in this instance as the recommendation had come from Warrington 

Borough Council, subject to the agreement from other members.  

EXEC/FINANCE/2020/29  
RESOLVED: To approve the quote from J. Mallinson for basic renovation works to the Parish 
Playing Field (option E) at a cost of £21,115. Earmarked reserves set aside for the field to be 
used subject to agreement from additional councillors. 

 

 The Clerk asked the Committee to consider a budget for laptops for office staff which will be 

set up to allow for remote working using cloud-based systems. It is not currently possible for 

staff to work easily from home which has been difficult during the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Approval for this will give staff more flexibility and ensure continuity of council business in 

emergency situations. A ballpark figure of £3,000 had been received from the Council’s IT 

consultant which is approx. £1,000 for each laptop and £1,000 for setup. The budget was 

agreed in principle, subject to a further breakdown of the setup costs.  

 

EXEC/FINANCE/2020/30  
RESOLVED: To agree in principle a budget of £3000 for the provision of two laptops for office 

staff to enable working from home subject to further information on setup costs. 

 

7. To consider requests for financial assistance; to decide if any donations are to be made 

or if requests should be recommended to full Council. 

 

No requests. 

 

8. Budget 2020-2: to scrutinise documentation, and when satisfied as to correctness to 

sign off financial reports and bank reconciliations for June 2020. 

 

Budget monitoring pages and bank reconciliations were considered and accepted.  

 EXEC/FINANCE/2020/31  
RESOLVED: To accept the bank reconciliation and budget monitoring pages for June 2020 
(Accounts & Audit Regulations 2015, Part 2 s4) 

 

9. To authorise payment of wages, tax and NI for July 

The list of wages to be paid was confirmed at the meeting. All wages were authorised as 
listed. 

 
 EXEC/FINANCE/2020/32  

RESOLVED: To authorise payment of wages and HMRC costs as listed for July 2020. (LGA 
1972 s112). 
 


