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Chair: Cllr P Watson 
 
Councillors: Cllr P Jones  Cllr R Knowles   
 Cllr S Watson  Cllr P Warburton  

Cllr S Pennington  Cllr S Williamson  
 
Also present: K Carter, Parish Clerk 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for unavoidable absence. 
 
 Apologies were received from Cllrs Williams & Hart. It was agreed to accept any reasons for 

absence during the Covid-19 pandemic from those councillors unable to join in with virtual 
meetings whilst the Parish Council is operating under the Executive Committee. 

 
2. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 9th September 2020. 
 

 The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. The minutes were signed as a true 
record of the meeting. 
 
EXEC/PARISH/2020/38  
RESOLVED: To approve minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 8th July 2020 as a true 
and accurate record 

 
3. Finance Committee: to be informed of the meeting held on 6.10.20 
3.1  to receive the draft minutes of the meeting  
 Noted. 
3.2  to be informed of, and have the opportunity to question, items approved for payment  
 Noted with no questions. 
3.3  to be informed of authorised payments of £11410.44 for net wages and £3601.89 for 

HMRC 
 Noted. 
3.4  to consider recommendations made and decide whether to accept them 

All recommendations were accepted without question except EXEC/FINANCE/2020/45 
which relates to a proposal to support a Christmas Market and is on the agenda for 
discussion under item 5. 
 
EXEC/PARISH/2020/39  
RESOLVED: To continue with the project for Vicarage Community Park, including 

landscaping elements with a budget of up to £30,000 to be recorded by the Clerk and 

monitored by the Finance Committee (Open Spaces Act 1906 ss10) 

EXEC/PARISH/2020/40  
RESOLVED: To accept the quotes from WA Creative and Abraxas for the design and 

printing of the Parish newsletter (LGA 1972 s142) 

EXEC/PARISH/2020/41  
RESOLVED: To accept the quote of £1,554 from United Utilities for the water connection at 

Vicarage Community Park (Open Spaces Act 1906 ss10) 
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 EXEC/PARISH/2020/42  
RESOLVED: To set a reasonable maximum limit on cleaning products to be supplied for 

customer use to facilitate cleaning of the high touch surfaces in the community centres (LGA 

1972 s133) 

EXEC/PARISH/2020/43  
RESOLVED: To make a final request for payment of outstanding arrears for two customers 
from January & February 2020. 

 
4. To receive results from the public consultation carried out by Rise Associates to 

determine ideas for improvements to the area around the historic ‘village centre’ of 
Great Sankey. 

 
 A consultation was carried out by Rise Associates on behalf of the Parish Council during 

August and September to seek the views and ideas from members of the public for the area 
around the crossroads at St Mary’s Church, Liverpool Road and Sankey Station. The Parish 
Council is hoping for initial talks with Network Rail to discuss the possibility of a community 
asset transfer for the station building which is currently not used. It is hoped the building can 
be put to community use rather than let it decline and the consultation sought to determine 
public opinion on the best use of the building as well as views on possible improvements to 
the wider area. 

 
 The council was encouraged by the number of responses (207) from residents and 

businesses which were largely positive. Most prevalent was a preference for a café culture 
(65%), Farmers Market (62%) and the introduction of bars and restaurants (47%). Other 
suggestions supported more pavement planting (28%), cycle lanes (27%) and new 
playground facilities (24%).  

 
 It was also clear that there is a great deal of pride in the area and respondents welcomed 

ways to strengthen community identity and cohesion as well as preserve local heritage and 
protect the environment. 

 
 Councillors expressed a wish to follow up on these positive outcomes and noted that the 

following agenda item was a starting point for this. It was also commented that the 
consultation should be extended to other areas of Great Sankey. 

 
EXEC/PARISH/2020/44  

 RESOLVED: To accept the results of the consultation carried out by Rise Associates and 
consider further consultation in other areas as well as implementing some of the suggestions 
if possible. 

 
5.  To receive a project proposal to support a Christmas Market as recommended by the 

Finance Committee. 
 
 Cllr Price had submitted a proposal to the council which had been circulated with the papers 

for the meeting. Having seen the results of the consultation outlined above, he had an initial 
conversation with Independent Street and the Woodlands Pub to see if they would be open 
to the idea of a Christmas Market. Independent Street has experience with such markets 
having worked on the successful and popular Makers Market in Warrington town centre. Both 
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were extremely interested in the idea and very supportive. It was acknowledged that retailers 
have had a very difficult year, as have all residents, and it was hoped the market would 
support local businesses and lift spirits for Christmas. It was proposed that Great Sankey 
Parish Council facilitates the market as an initial trial, with a view to it becoming an ongoing 
event in the future. The Parish Council was being asked to cover advertising and staffing 
costs of up to £500. 

 
 The proposed market would be delivered in line with all Covid-19 restrictions and guidance; 

an initial plan including a one-way system was provided in the proposal. If the project is 
accepted, further meetings will identify additional measures to be taken to ensure the event 
is safe. It was noted that the event had already been posted on Facebook to seek interest 
from stall holders prior to the council receiving the proposal and deciding on any support for 
which an apology was given. It was a misunderstanding by Independent Street who were 
unaware of council processes. 

 
 During a full discussion, various points were noted: 

▪ a request to include local businesses as much as possible 
▪ parking considerations and suggestions to alleviate potential disturbance to neighbours 
▪ to ensure all Covid-19 guidance is prioritised 
▪ to clarify that this would be a one-off pilot to be supported by GSPC, with a full review 

after the event 
▪ to ensure any costs paid for by GSPC are fully invoiced and itemised 
▪ suggestion to use the event to encourage social responsibility to ‘Shop Local, Support 

Local’ 
The council voted unanimously to support the event. 
 
EXEC/PARISH/2020/45  

 RESOLVED: To accept the proposal from Cllr Price to support Independent Street and the 
Woodlands Pub to deliver a Christmas Market as a one-off pilot event in line with any Covid-
19 restrictions and guidance. To commit up to £500 in funding for advertising and staffing 
cost (Food Act 1984) 

 
6. To be updated on progress with the project on Vicarage Community Park. 
 
 An update on the financial status of the project was given. Information from WBC states that 

costs for the infrastructure works are proceeding on estimate which leaves the Parish 
Council with £30,000 in earmarked reserves for the landscaping elements. Cllr Williams gave 
members a verbal report on the design for the site and the plants to be installed. These have 
been chosen to give year-round interest and colour and provide habitat and food for wildlife. 
Members were also informed that the benches and bins should be installed shortly following 
a delay with delivery. When the project was initially proposed, the benches caused some 
concern for residents who were worried about a potential increase in anti-social behaviour. 
The PCSO’s have been asked to give the site extra attention on patrols to ensure any issues 
are dealt with promptly. 
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7. To receive an initial feasibility study on renewable energy options including  
 solar panels, battery storage and air source heat pumps. 

 
 Report not yet received – item deferred. 
 
8. To consider planning applications received by the Council and decide if any 

objections are to be raised. 
 
 Notification had been received that the St Helens Council planning application for the 

development of the land to the west of Omega South is due to be considered by the planning 
committee on 27th October. The application has generated a significant number of objections, 
including by Great Sankey Parish Council. The notification states that there will be a total of 
30 minutes available to be divided between up to 10 speakers subject to prior registration. It 
was agreed that the Chair will register an interest to speak at the meeting in objection to the 
application to express the concerns that have been raised by the Parish Council and 
residents of Great Sankey. 

 
EXEC/PARISH/2020/46  

 RESOLVED: To register to speak in objection to the planning application by St Helens 
Council (P/2020/0061/HYBR) at the planning committee meeting to be held on 27th October 
2020. 

 
9. To consider correspondence received by the Council and decide if any action is 

required. 
 
 No correspondence had been received.  
 
10. To receive verbal reports from Councillors and items for consideration on a future 

agenda. 
 
 Cllr P Watson informed members that the renovation works to the Parish Playing Field had 

been completed. This included herbicide application, verti-draining and some remedial action 
on the pitch areas to fill hollows, sand dress and reseed. Following the recent heavy rainfall, 
initial surveys indicate that there has been a significant improvement to the drainage. 
However, the field has not yet been used as it is still closed to the public and football teams 
while the new grass grows. The Parish Council will need to continue to assess the drainage 
situation over the winter months. 

 
 Cllr Pennington asked whether there were any plans for Remembrance Sunday; Penketh & 

Great Sankey Royal British Legion have had to cancel plans for the parade this year due to 
Covid-19. They have suggested that people may want to lay their own wreaths at St Mary’s 
Cemetery; the council’s wreath is currently in the parish office. Cllr Warburton suggested that 
the British Legion Silhouettes could be re-installed in the parish. The Clerk will liaise with the 
maintenance Officer regarding these. 

 
 Cllr Knowles reported that, after considerable lobbying, a zebra crossing is now due to be 

installed outside Old Hall Primary School.  
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 Cllr Knowles also reported that Westbrook library is unlikely to reopen. It is situated just 
outside the parish although is used by Great Sankey residents. Cllr Guthrie (Burtonwood & 
Westbrook Parish Council) is involved with trying to facilitate it reopening or finding 
alternative accommodation for it. Whilst concerns were raised about funding something this 
significant outside of the parish boundary, there was consensus that the Parish Council could 
work with partner organisations to investigate alternative options. 

 
 Cllr King gave a verbal report to the council on the volunteer group. The group has moved 

from Hood Manor Community Centre to Hood Lane Community Centre. People in need are 
still being identified and donations are being received from Morrisons, Tesco and Co-op from 
which care parcels are being provided. A more complete report will be submitted at a later 
date. 

 
 Cllr Warburton requested an update on the PCSO reports and was given an apology by the 

Clerk as this item had been missed from last month. The Clerk is aware that there have been 
some changes to the PCSO posts from flyers delivered to households but will request 
information directly from the Police.  

 
 He also enquired whether the Parish Council would consider the possibility of providing 

allotments given the increase in interest in gardening during the pandemic and the lack of 
availability in Warrington. Members were informed that the Parish Council investigated this in 
some detail some years ago and it would be a complex project to undertake. The idea was 
not taken up at that time mainly because of a lack of suitable land. It was proposed that the 
council could explore this in the future once current projects are nearing completion. 

 
  
 

 
  


