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Chair: Cllr P Watson 
 
Councillors: Cllr T Williams  Cllr R Knowles   
 Cllr S Watson  Cllr P Warburton  

Cllr S Pennington  Cllr J Hart 
 
Also present: K Carter, Parish Clerk 
 
 
 
1. To receive apologies for unavoidable absence. 
 
 Apologies were received from Cllr King. 
 
2. To approve the minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12th June 2020. 
 

 The minutes had been circulated prior to the meeting. The minutes were signed as a true 
record of the meeting. 
 
EXEC/PARISH/2020/20  
RESOLVED: To approve minutes of the meeting held on Wednesday 12th June 2020 as a 
true and accurate record 

 
3. Finance Committee: to be informed of the meeting held on 30.6.20 
3.1  to receive the draft minutes of the meeting  
 Noted. 
 
3.2  to be informed of, and have the opportunity to question, items approved for payment  
 Noted with no questions. 
 
3.3  to be informed of authorised payments of £8,090.86 for net wages and £1,696.38 for 

HMRC 
 Noted. 
 
3.4  to consider recommendations made and decide whether to accept them 
 There were two recommendations which were discussed before acceptance. 
 
 Recommendation Exec/Finance/2020/22 proposed acceptance of a quote for replacement 

windows at Whittle Hall Community Centre. It was confirmed that the same firm had replaced 
the windows to the Parish Office earlier in the year and are on the list of trusted suppliers for 
the council providing high quality work at a competitive price. The regulation to obtain 3 
quotes for the work was therefore waived in this instance and the quote accepted.  

 
EXEC/PARISH/2020/21  
RESOLVED: To approve the quote for £9120 from Samrose Windows for replacement 
windows and fire doors at Whittle Hall Community Centre (LGA 1972 s133) 
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Recommendation Exec/Finance/2020/23 proposed the purchase of one set of football posts 
for the Parish Playing Field to replace the existing combined rugby/football posts. The field 
currently has one set of rugby posts and one set of combined rugby/football posts. These 
latter ones are not accepted by the FA as match standard and can therefore cause problems 
for the teams playing on the pitches. There have also been some issues with the combined 
posts where the crossbar has fallen and been repaired several times. A cost was obtained 
from WBC to replace the posts as they have the contract to maintain the field and pitches. It 
was acknowledged that the council has long-term plans for the field and that it may seem 
counter-intuitive to replace posts at this stage, however any improvements are likely to take 
several years to complete. After discussion it was agreed to purchase one set of new posts 
to aid current football customers in the forthcoming season whilst the longer-term 
improvements are investigated. 
 
EXEC/PARISH/2020/22  
RESOLVED: To approve the purchase and installation of one set of football posts from WBC 
for the Parish Playing Field at a cost of £1759 +VAT (Public Health Acts Amendments Act 
1907 s76) 

 
3.5 to be informed of the amended budget for 2020-21 and changes necessary due to the 

Covid-19 pandemic 
 

The finance committee had reviewed an amended budget taking account of changes to the 

council’s annual income and expenditure as a result of the Covid-19 pandemic. The 

proposed amendments to the budget still allow for a neutral budget for 2020-21, without the 

need to access funds from general reserves and was approved unanimously. It was 

accepted that this is a very fluid situation and the finance committee will review the budget 

throughout the year as necessary. 

 EXEC/PARISH/2020/23  
RESOLVED: To accept the amended budget for 2020-21 (Accounts & Audit Regulations 

2015, part 2, s4) 

4. To consider and approve, if appropriate, Council accounts for the year ending 31st 
March 2020 

4.1  Annual Governance Statement 
 

 EXEC/PARISH/2020/24  
RESOLVED: To accept and sign the Annual Governance Statement for the year-ending 

31.3.20 as recommended by the Finance Committee (Accounts & Audit Regulations, part 4, 

s12) 

4.2  Accounting Statement 
 

 EXEC/PARISH/2020/25  
RESOLVED: To accept and sign the Accounting Statements for the year-ending 31.3.20 as 

recommended by the Finance Committee (Accounts & Audit Regulations, part 4, s12) 
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5.  To be updated on re-opening the community centres 
 
 It was confirmed to members that the community centres would be re-opening to customers 

from 1st September. Bookings have been reviewed to consider gaps between customers for 
social distancing and the cleaning regime for the centres assessed and increased. Several 
customers will be asked to alter their booking times slightly, and unfortunately three groups 
have had to be cancelled for the time being to allow sufficient time at the end of the day for a 
full clean of the centre by caretakers. Officers will provide an information pack to customers 
including new regulations for the centres, guidance on practicalities to minimise infection, 
sample risk assessments and new booking forms with specific conditions for hire. Customers 
will not be allowed into the centres until all paperwork is complete and the office has a copy 
of their group’s risk assessment. Once opened, government guidance will continue to be 
reviewed and any necessary changes made to working practices.  

 
6. To receive an update on the volunteer group, Good Neighbours WA5, including future 

plans and financial support 
 
 The group is planning to reduce its food parcel deliveries from the middle of August as 

restrictions are eased and the need decreases. The group is looking to move from food 
distribution to other forms of help to those who need it, such as shopping, transport, dog 
walking, conversation or advice. It was proposed and agreed to budget up to a further £1000 
as a contingency for the group to ensure sufficient funds are available to the end of the 
project in August. 

 
 EXEC/PARISH/2020/26  
RESOLVED: To budget up to an additional £1000 for the volunteer group ‘Good neighbours 

WA5’ as a contingency until the end of the project in August 2020 

7. To be updated on ongoing issues regarding Omega and the western extension 
 
 The Parish Council has for some time tried to arrange meetings with WBC to discuss 

concerns about the impact of the Omega development on the parish as well as the more 
recent planning proposal from St Helens Council. It had been suggested that because of the 
lack of response, the Parish Council’s next steps would be to write further to the WBC 
leadership and to make a press statement to inform members of the public of the Parish 
Council’s efforts to address these concerns. However, a response had just been received 
from WBC apologising for the delay in answering the Parish Councils request from May 2020 
and agreeing to a virtual meeting. It was therefore decided to arrange this meeting as soon 
as possible, before considering any further steps. 

 
8. To consider planning applications received by the Council and decide if any 

objections are to be raised. 
 
 The planning list had been circulated prior to the meeting; all items were noted. 
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9. To consider correspondence received by the Council and decide if any action is 
required. 

 
 One item was tabled and discussed regarding a request relating to planning fees. The Parish 

Council has no influence over these, and it was suggested that it be passed to the Borough 
Council for consideration. 

 
10. To receive verbal reports from Councillors and items for consideration on a future 

agenda. 
 
 Cllr Warburton informed members that with restrictions being lifted for small outdoor 

gatherings there had been reports of anti-social behaviour on Mary Ann Meadows, 
particularly littering. Whilst this is not a site belonging to the Parish Council, it was stated that 
similar occurrences had happened on Tim Parry Recreation Ground and the Parish Playing 
Field. Most were family groups getting together for the first time since the lockdown and 
enjoying the good weather whilst still being able to socially distance. Litter had increased in 
these locations as well, although the general feeling was that the Parish Council is pleased to 
be able to provide green space for members of the public, which is especially important at 
this very difficult time. It reinforces the Parish Council’s commitment to invest in such areas 
for the local community. It was noted that Warrington Borough Council, who are responsible 
for Mary Ann Meadows, were aware of the situation and dealing with it accordingly. 


